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DIRECTORS’ REPORT 
Your directors present their report on GPPARTNERS LIMITED (GPpartners) in 
respect of the year ended 30 June 2015. 

From the Chair 

Health Reform: some may embrace it, some may find it threatening but as GPs, we 
need to be in there making sure that the changes are going to benefit patients and 
us as GPs.  I don’t mean just in a financial sense but making the systems better to 
improve patient’s lives and make working as a GP more streamlined and less 
frustrating. 

I am optimistic that GPs will be recognised as a very valuable part of the health 
system. If we are able to structure General Practice to be more about the total care 
of the patient and the “medical home”, the system will be less fragmented. This year 
GPpartners has been involved in consultation about Primary Health Care Reform, 
Mental Health Commissioner’s Suicide Prevention Action Plan, the State 
Government Consultation about Domestic Violence, Checkup Forum with the 
Primary Health Networks (different to the PHNs) and Queensland Health Chronic 
Disease Forum.   It is important for a GP to be present at these fora because we 
have quite a different perspective to the bureaucrats.  

Our education sessions never cease to amaze me and that isn’t because 
GPpartners organise them but I always learn something new. Our world of General 
Practice is changing at such a rate that it is difficult to keep up but fortunately we 
have proactive organisations, specialists and GPs who want to get the information 
out there. A summary of events and sponsors is included in our report but some of 
the “learning’s” include the tailoring of cancer treatment to the genetics of the cancer 
so the side effects for the patient are minimal and the success of the treatment 
increased, the effect of alcohol during pregnancy on the foetuses’ brain development   
and subsequent effect on development but the good news being the plasticity of the 
brain and with targeted therapy improvement in development and behaviour, 
interventional radiology and how we can help people with back pain and the effect of 
obstruction of breathing in children and the physical affects as well as the 
behavioural effects including chronic headache again treatable with appropriate ENT 
assessment. I try and summarise the main points from the events I attend in the 
monthly bulletin so if you would like more details go to our website to read the past 
newsletters. Thank you to the GPs who support the education events, often it is the 
same faces.  

I think the stars are starting to align and there are exciting times ahead for 
GPpartners and GPs. There are going to be opportunities with better connections 
between GPs and GP networks including private hospitals and specialists. At a 
National Level Australian General Practice Network is reinventing itself and pursuing 
some business strategies. A stronger national body will be able to support the local 
GP Networks. 
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GPpartners appreciate your attendance at the education events and any input you 
provide. Please keep those emails coming in with suggestions or criticism as we 
know we can improve. Even better, for more instant feedback and information, join 
our facebook page. 

I would like to thank my fellow directors on the board. Dr Henry Bryan who watches 
our finances, Dr Glynn Kelly who keeps us up to date with what is happening around 
the country in General Practice as well as the politics and legal side and Dr Deborah 
Sambo, who unfortunately is retiring after two years on the board who is our 
representative in the Northern Area of Brisbane, for her thoughtful input into our 
discussions. 

Thank you to Deanna Toscano who works hard at any time of the day or the night to 
get out the GPpartners newsletters, arranges the education events and keeps the 
Board on track for our monthly Board meetings. 

Dr Jayne Ingham 
Chair 
 
Directors 

The names of directors in office at any time during or since the end of the year are 
as follows: 

• Dr Henry Bryan   (appointed 29 October 2014) 
• Dr Sarah Cavanagh (appointed 10 October 2013; resigned 9 September 2014) 
• Dr Jayne Ingham (appointed 10 October 2013) 
• Dr Glynn Kelly  (appointed 29 October 2014) 
• Dr Deborah Sambo (appointed 10 October 2013) 

 
Directors have been in office since the start of the financial year to the date of this 
report, unless otherwise stated. 

Company Secretary 

The secretary of the company at the end of the financial year was Dr Henry Bryan. 
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Short and Long Term Objectives 

GPpartners has continued the important work of representing and supporting our 
GP members by being advocates for GPs and General Practices at Primary Health 
Care Fora. By being relevant to General Practice and General Practitioners, we are 
increasing our membership. GPpartners has provided the following relevant GP 
focused education events: 

Date 
 
Education 

 
Sponsor 

 
Location 

26 August 
2014 

Digestive Health – 
‘Iron Deficiency 
Anaemia, Elusive 
Causes, Modern 
Treatment’ 

Montserrat Day 
Hospital, 
Indooroopilly 

Montserrat Day 
Hospital, Indooroopilly 

10 
September 
2014 

‘Chronic Kidney 
Disease’ 

Amgen North Lakes Golf Club 

16 
September 
2014 

‘Dermatology – An 
interactive look at 
allergies and eczema’ 

Galderma Iceworks, Paddington 

30 October 
2014 

‘Behavioural 
Problems in Children 
– An interactive 
discussion’ 

Medicare Local 
Metro North 
Brisbane 

Hillstone, St Lucia 

27 
November 
2014 

‘All About Back Pain – 
An interactive 
session’ 

Medicare Local 
Metro North 
Brisbane 

The Grove, Ashgrove 

5 February 
2015 

‘Blood in the poo, 
what do you do?’ 

Montserrat Day 
Hospital, 
Indooroopilly 

Montserrat Day 
Hospital, Indooroopilly 

9 March 
2015 

‘Mental Health 
Update’ 

Healthscope Pine Rivers Private 
Hospital 

11 March 
2015 

‘New Perspectives on 
Old Problems – 
Varicose Veins and 
Anal Conditions’ 

North Lakes Day 
Hospital 

North Lakes Day 
Hospital, North Lakes 

24 March 
2015 

‘Diabetes – All the 
questions you were 
afraid to ask’ 

MSD Allan Border Field 
Pavilion, Albion 

29 April ‘ADHD – Have we North Lakes Day North Lakes Day 



	  

	  

Directors and Financial Report 2014-2015   
	  

2015 been getting it wrong 
all these years?’ 

Hospital Hospital, North Lakes 

27 May 
2015 

‘Medical Oncology: 
past, present & future’ 

North Lakes Day 
Hospital 

North Lakes Day 
Hospital, North Lakes 

16 June 
2015 

‘Sudden Death In 
Young People’ 

Holy Spirit 
Northside 
Private Hospital 

Holy Spirit Northside 
Private Hospital, 
Chermside 

18 June 
2015 

‘General Surgery & 
Haemorrhoids & 
Medical Oncology’ 

Montserrat Day 
Hospital, 
Indooroopilly 

Montserrat Day 
Hospital, Indooroopilly 

 

Principal Activities 

GPpartners is a self-funded membership organisation supporting GPs on Brisbane’s 
Northside. 

We are committed to: 

a)  Improving the quality, capacity and sustainability of general practice and 
ultimately better patient care. 

b)  Improving communication, cooperation and resource allocation in the primary 
care sector and between general practice and secondary/tertiary health sectors. 

c)  Growing the resource capacity of the organisation to enhance relevant services 
to members. 

d)  Working with other organisations for the benefit of general practice; at local, 
State and National levels.  

GPpartners acknowledges the support of Holy Spirit Northside Private Hospital, for 
accommodating our monthly Board Meetings and collaborating on education 
events.  Also to Monserrat Day Hospitals, both at North Lakes and Indooroopilly, 
Metro North Brisbane Medicare Local now PHN, Galderma, Amgen, Healthscope, 
and Merck Sharp Dohme, for our GP education events. Our education events not 
only increase GPs clinical knowledge but are also a way of meeting local specialists 
and provide a place for discussion between GPs of General Practice issues. 

Operating Results 

The deficit for the company for the year ended 30 June 2015 was ($37,273). 

Dividends Paid or Recommended 

No dividends have been paid or recommended to be paid as the company is a 
company limited by guarantee and precluded from paying dividends. 

Member Contribution 

As per the GPpartners’ constitution, “Each Full Financial Member undertakes to 
contribute to the Company’s property if the Company is wound up while the Full 
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Financial Member is a Full Financial Member or within one year after the Full 
Financial Member ceases to be a Full Financial Member, for payment of the 
Company’s debts and liabilities contracted before the Full Financial Member ceases 
to be a Full Financial Member and of the costs, charges and expenses of winding 
up and for adjustment of the rights of the contributories among themselves, such 
amount as may be required not exceeding $10.” 

Membership Categories under GPpartners’ constitution are: 

•  Full Financial: Registered medical practitioners who work at least the equivalent 
of one session per week as a General Practitioner. 

•  Associate:  Medical practitioners with an interest in General Practice and/or 
General Practitioners and their continued well-being. 

•  Affiliate: Any person, not a registered medical practitioner, who supports the 
Objects of the Company. 

After Balance Date Events 

No matters have arisen since the end of the financial year which would require 
disclosure in this report. 

Environmental Issues 
The operations of the company are not subject to any environmental regulation 
under the law of the Commonwealth or of a State. 
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Information on Directors 

Dr	  Henry	  Bryan	  (appointed	  29.10.14)	  

Qualifications:	   MBBS	  

Experience:	  
GP	  34	  years,	  Brisbane	  North	  Division	  of	  General	  
Practice/GPpartners	  Board	  Director	  15	  years.	  

 

Special	  responsibilities:	  
Chair	  2005-‐06	  to	  2009-‐10;	  past	  Vice	  President,	  Secretary	  and	  
Treasurer,	  Member	  Audit	  Finance	  &	  Risk	  Subcommittee	  

Dr	  Sarah	  Cavanagh	  (appointed	  10.10.13	  resigned	  09.09.14)	  

Qualifications:	   MBBS	  

Experience:	  
Newly	  fellowed	  GP,	  recently	  completed	  registrar	  training.	  

	  

 

 

Special	  responsibilities:	  
Brings	  the	  perspective	  of	  younger	  GPs	  to	  the	  Board,	  with	  a	  
view	  to	  further	  developing	  organisation	  and	  governance	  skills	  
to	  further	  contribute	  to	  the	  profession.	  

Dr	  Jayne	  Ingham	  (appointed	  10.10.13)	  

Qualifications:	   MBBS	  

Experience:	  
GP	  27	  years.	  Previous	  director	  GPpartners	  Board	  2006	  -‐	  2007.	  
Director	  Hillbrook	  Anglican	  School	  Council	  2008-‐	  2009.	  Director	  
AGPN	  2015.	  

 

Special	  responsibilities:	  

Statewide	  Diabetes	  Clinical	  Network.	  RACGP	  special	  interest	  
group	  in	  Antenatal	  and	  Postnatal	  care.	  	  RACGP	  special	  interest	  
Group	  Psychology.	  	  Chair	  GPpartners	  Board	  2012-‐2015.	  	  
Member	  of	  the	  Metro	  North	  Brisbane	  PHN	  Clinical	  Council.	  	  
Member	  of	  the	  MNBPHN	  Health	  Alliance.	  	  

A/Prof	  Glynn	  Kelly	  (appointed	  29.10.14)	  

Qualifications:	  
MBBS.	  (Hons	  1),	  B.Sc.,	  Grad.Cert	  Higher	  Ed.,	  M.Fam.Med	  
(Monash),	  FASPM,	  FRACGP	  

Experience:	  

GP	  32	  years;	  GPpartners	  Board	  Director	  6	  years;	  previous	  
director	  and	  chair,	  ACT	  Division	  of	  General	  Practice	  and	  ACT	  
State	  Based	  Organisation,	  	  Chair,	  RACGP	  National	  Standards	  
Liaison	  Committee,	  Chair,	  RACGP	  Patient	  Feedback	  Committee;	  
Deputy	  Chair,	  RACGP	  National	  Expert	  Committee	  Standards	  for	  
General	  Practice;	  	  Member,	  RACGP	  NFSI,	  Chair,	  RACGP	  
Pandemic	  and	  Disaster	  Management	  Project	  Steering	  
Committee,	  	  RACGP	  Nominee,	  Australian	  Health	  Protection	  
Committee	  Clinical	  Stakeholders	  Forum;	  Convenor,	  Annual	  
Queensland	  Medical	  Moot	  Court,	  Senior	  Lecturer	  in	  Medicine	  
(UQ)	  

 

Special	  responsibilities:	  
Pandemic/disaster	  planning/response;	  Member,	  Royal	  
Children’s	  Hospital-‐GPpartners	  Collaborative;	  Member,	  Uniting	  
Health	  Care	  Collaborative	  
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Dr	  Deborah	  Sambo	  	  	  (appointed	  10.10.13)	  

Qualifications:	   MBBS,	  MPH,	  RACGP	  

Experience:	  

RACGP	  Examiner	  2005	  –	  2013;	  QA	  examiner	  2005	  –	  
2013;	  Selected	  as	  part	  of	  RACGP	  national	  peer	  mentor	  
leader	  for	  IMGs;	  Trained	  peer	  mentors	  for	  Qld	  on	  behalf	  
of	  RACGP,	  Director	  MBGP	  network,	  Director	  
GPpartners;	  Member	  Clinical	  Governance	  reference	  
group	  Brisbane	  mind	  2014-‐date;	  Member	  Care	  
pathways	  for	  BNPHN	  map	  of	  medicine	  pathways	  on	  
menorrhagia,	  post	  coital	  bleeding,	  inter	  menstrual	  
bleeding;	  Independent	  Reviewer	  for	  MNHHS	  on	  GP	  
management	  of	  children	  on	  stimulant	  medication.	  

 

 

Special	  responsibilities:	  

Director	  of	  Moreton	  Bay	  GP	  Network	  2008	  –	  2011	  
GP	  rep	  on	  Statewide	  Child	  &	  Youth	  Network	  
representing	  ‘Check-‐Up’	  formerly	  GPQ	  
Medical	  consultatnt	  for	  the	  ‘ASPIRE’	  program	  –	  assisting	  
pregnant	  &	  lactating	  teens	  to	  remain	  in	  school	  	  
	  

 

Meetings of Directors 

During the year ended 30 June 2014 the Board of Directors met on 10 occasions 
and attendances by each director were as follows:  

    Number Eligible to Attend  Number Attended 

Dr Henry Bryan 10   9 
Dr Sarah Cavanagh   2   2 
Dr Jayne Ingham 10 10 
Dr Glynn Kelly 10   6 
Dr Deborah Sambo 10   5 
  

Financial Report 

As noted in the attached Financial Report, the financial statements have not been 
audited.  The Company is a “small company limited by guarantee” as defined in 
section 45B of the Corporations Act 2001.  Accordingly, under section 292(3) of the 
Corporations Act 2001, the Company is not required to prepare a financial report or 
to have it audited. 
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Proceedings on Behalf of the Entity 

No person has applied for leave of Court to bring proceedings on behalf of the entity 
or intervene in any proceedings to which the entity is a party for the purpose of 
taking responsibility on behalf of the entity for all or any part of those proceedings. 
The entity was not a party to any such proceedings during the year. 

Signed in accordance with a resolution of the Board of Directors and on behalf of 
the Board by: 

 

 
Dr Jayne Ingham, Chair 

Brisbane, 6th October 2015 
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