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From the Chair.
Sorry for the long hiatus in communication. It has been for a couple of
reasons. GPpartners doesn’t like bombarding you with newsletters if there is no
need and we have found that there are many organisations and pharmaceutical
companies providing education at present so we have decided to put our energies
into two projects that are in the very early stages of development.
GPpartners will still partner with other organisations to provide education. We will
continue to make education current and relevant for GPs. See the item below on the
upcoming session, 'Renal disease: when to refer', being held at North Lakes on
Monday, 23rd September.
In May, Dr Michael McAuliffe and Dr Tyson Doneley from Access Orthopedics at
Level 1, 56B Coonan St, Indooroopilly, hosted talks about treatment of fractures. The
clinic is set up to deal with acute fractures. A Nurse Practitioner is there five days a
week to assess and treat in consultation with Dr McAuliffe and Dr Doneley who are
available either in the clinic or on call. The operating hours will be extended
depending on demand for the service. Saturdays would be good for all those
sporting injuries. The specialists work closely with the physiotherapy practice which
shares the space. Alternatives to plaster such as splints and moon boots are
available for fitting on site.
I always find it difficult doing the ring around for orthopaedic specialists for acute
fractures as they are often doing their clinics or in theatre. A designated service 5
days a week would be very useful.
$110 is the total out of pocket expense but if a splint or moon boot is needed, this

cost will be added.
Our AGM is coming up again on the 23rd of October. As usual we are looking for
nominations for director positions. If you are interested and would like to know what
is involved please email contact@gppartners.com.au. Papers and official nomination
forms will be sent out closer to the date.

Dr Jayne Ingham
GPpartners

Save the Date
GPpartners' AGM
Details tbc

Member survey.

'Mental Health in General Practice'
Dr Jayne Ingham
Gppartners have the opportunity to work with Dr Johanna Lynch to provide
education for GPs to help with management of patients with mental health
issues in General Practice. Johanna is a GP who has finished a PhD looking at
a whole person generalist approaches to the task of caring for mental distress
in primary care. Her work integrates awareness of physiology, life story and
relational context. This is what we do in general practice but until now it hasn’t
really been named and validated.
As a GP I have patients with chronic pain, addiction, anxiety and those patients
with physical symptoms that don’t clearly have a diagnosis. There is evidence
that people who suffer trauma whether it is physical, sexual or emotional have
physiological and structural brain changes that can influence their physical and
mental health. There is more to mental health than psychiatric diagnoses.
Before we embark on this project we would like to gauge the importance and
relevance of these issues to our GP members. The aim is to develop training in
brief interventions that would fit into a standard or long GP consultation.
Would you be able to answer the questions in this brief survey? There are 10
questions and should take around 5-10 minutes.

Start Survey: Mental Health Education for GPs

Upcoming education session.

'Renal disease: when to refer'
Monday, 23rd September
North Lakes Dialysis Clinic
Join Dr Roshini D'Souza, Renal Physician, for an education evening at North Lakes
Dialysis Clinic. There will be a presentation on CKD and hypertension. The evening
includes refreshments and a tour of the clinic, which is in the North Lakes Specialist
Medical Centre.
Time:

6.30pm

Date:

Monday, 23rd September

Venue: North Lakes Dialysis Clinic
North Lakes Specialist Medical Centre
Level 3, 6 North Lakes Drive
North Lakes

Please register below. If you have any trouble, please email contact@gppartners.com.au

and we'll be happy to register you.

Register now for 'Renal Disease' - 23 Sept

Invitation for 'Renal Disease' - 23 Sept
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